80. 0562

NEW CLIMBS
ERIC BYNE
The majority of the climbs mentioned here have been worked out since the
publication of Vol. IV of the Gritstone Guide series (Further Developments in the
Peak District) edited by E. Byne and W. B. White, and published in 1957. For
details of the routes I am indebted to Geoffrey Sutton, the Warden of White Hall,
Joe Brown and C. D. Verity of the Rock and Ice Club, Alan Austin of the Yorkshire
Mountaineering Club, and Allan Parker and P. Bamfield of the Alpha
Mountaineering Club.
The classifications of the climbs are those given by the pioneers of the routes
and it should be emphasised that in many cases no second ascents have yet been
made by leaders. Unless otherwise stated all classifications are for rubber-shod
footwear (pumps or vibrams) and in all cases "right " and " left" refers to the
climbs as one faces the crag.
THE STAFFORDSHIRE ROCHES

The new routes on the lower tier are, from left to right
SLIPPERY JIM. Hard Very Severe.
An exacting route, two bays left of Tech Crack. Bridging, jamming, and laybacking up the corner crack is followed by a very precarious mantleshelf move for
a finale.
D. Whillans, April, 1958.
ACKIT. Very Severe.
The overhung crack on the right wall of the bay immediately left of Tech
Crack.
Joe Brown, April, 1958.
CRACK OF GLOOM. Very Severe.
A crack on the left wall of the Raven Rock Gully. It is climbed first in a
corner and then on the open face to the large chockstone. From a position below
this it is possible to thread a sling which enables the climber to overcome the
chockstone. The finish (to put it quite mildly) is very spectacular.
Joe Brown, 1957.
CHOKA. Very Severe.
Situated in the corner (through the bushes) left of the moderate Flake Chimney.
After a preliminary battle with a small tree, climb up and insert chockstones and
slings in the overhang. Then swing round to the right and ascend the crack above.
Joe Brown and D. Gray, Sept, 1958.
RHODREN. Very Severe.
This is on the last large buttress on the right of Rock Cottage. It is undercut
at its base. Climb easily at first until stopped by the overhang. A very long reach
or combined tactics make it possible to pull on to the slab. Then move left and
follow the crack to the top.
Joe Brown, C. D. Verity, A. Taylor, Sept., 1958.
HEN CLOUD
BATCHELOR'S CLIMB.
Direct Start to Left-hand
Variation. Very Severe.
Start about 30 feet left of Batchelor's Climb. Climb the crack and then
step up on to a large flake and up the groove above to a good stance below the
final crack.
D. Whillans, Sept, 1958.
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ROCHES UPPER TIER.
RESET PORTION OF GALLEY THIRTY SEVEN 50 feet. Severe.
This climb is just to the right of the slab with an oak tree growing from its
foot on the right of Maud's Garden. (For the derivation of the name, see the
curious printer's error on page 185 of Vol. IV of Climbs on Gritstone.) Just to the
right of the slab with the oak tree there is a right-angled corner containing a
chimney. Start at the foot of the chimney and go up it until it is blocked by a
considerable overhang about 10 feet below the top. A move is made to the right to
clear the overhang and the final crack is climbed with the aid of a hold on the right.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, D. Sterry, P. Grace, May 23rd, 1959.
PERVERTED STAIRCASE. 50 feet. Very Severe.
Between Demon Wall and the Inverted Staircase there is a large overhang which
for long has been considered a complete impasse (and was described thus in
Vol. Ill of Climbs on Gritstone). This overhang is however, split by a crack some
feet to the right of Demon Wall. The route starts below this and to the right of it.
Climb the overhanging wall to the main overhang, where a move left leads to
the top of the large block jammed in the crack. Another move left enables one to
attain holds on the arete on the left of the crack, and this and the crack are used to
reach the large ledge above. The crux is strenuous but well protected. Finish by the
easy chimney above.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, D. Sterry, May 2Ath, 1959.
STANAGE EDGE

This is the greatest of all the gritstone climbing grounds, despite the 250-odd
routes already recorded in the guide books, and is constantly providing new routes
to an amazing degree. There still remains considerable scope for the enterprising
explorer.
The following climbs are a picked sample which should prove of interest.
They are taken from left to right, i.e., from Stanage End to the Black Hawk Area.
VALEDICTION (Stanage End). 30 feet. Very Severe.
This is the crack just left of Boomerang Chimney, mentioned under climb
No. 17, page 16, of Vol. II, " Climbs on Gritstone," as the '' Crack which might
go." This overhanging crack is climbed direct from the bottom without any kind
of aid or protection and proves strenuous and sustained.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, G. F. Mansell, May 6th, 1959.
VALEDICTION VARIATION. Severe.
Climb the nose of the buttress on the left of the crack via a long mantleshelf,
until it is possible to step right below an overhang and into the final section of the
crack.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, April, 1959.
To the right of Kelly's Wall on Crow Chin Buttress there is a long stretch of
smaller crags. These are now beginning to receive attention. At the left-hand end
there is a steep wall split by narrow cracks, the left-hand one of which is
EXODUS. 35 feet. Very Severe.
Direct and strenuous.
A. R. McHardy and R. Brayshaw, April 4th, 1959.
THE KITTEN. 35 feet. Mild Very Severe.
Fifty feet right of Exodus, on a steep face split horizontally near the top by an
undercut ledge. Start at the centre of base, climb diagonally right on delicate rugosities to small halfway ledge, then horizontally left and finish direct on good holds.
A. Parker and P. Bamfield, April 5th, 1959.
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COSMIC CRACK. 30 feet. Very Severe.
This is 10 yards further right, and wends its way up a series of overhangs, the
final one requiring considerable confidence.
A. Parker and R. Brayshaw, March 15th, 1959.

HEATHER CRACK. 30 feet. Severe.
About 100 yards left of the old classic Overhanging Chimney, and opposite a
large boulder on the path, and left of a big overhang. First ascent a wall on
rugosities to an overhang and overcome this via a jamming crack.
B. Platt and A. Parker, December, 1958.
ARIES. 35 feet. Severe.
Twenty feet right of Overhanging Chimney an obvious corner leads to a ledge
and roof cleft by a crack. The overhang is exposed.
A. Parker and party, November, 1957.

JEEPER'S CREEPERS (High Neb). Very Severe.
The next Neb to the right of Quietus. Climb the right-hand arete, and the
overhang, by way of the crack which splits it.
Joe Brown, April, 1958.

300 yards right of High Neb are the Alpha Buttresses, which give several nice
routes.
Gnat's Slab (Moderate) is at the left-hand end, and to the right, a few feet
away, is an overhanging buttress which gives two good routes.
LUSITANIA. 45 feet. Very Severe.
This route is on the left side of the buttress, starting with a short chimney
which is ascended to below the overhang (belay). Then climb the overhang by
laybacking up the crack to the top. Traverse right into a shallow corner with an
awkwardly leaning right wall, then ascend the corner with difficulty to the top of the
crag.
A. Parker and B. Platt, 1958.

TITANIC. 55 feet. Hard Very Severe.
Ten feet right of the start of Lusitania. Up a corner on the wall to a large
overhang, then take the slanting crack up on the right to the arete and from the
top of the crack swing round on to the right-hand face into a groove. Finish up the
overleaning wall on good holds. A fine climb, similar in standard to "Congo
Corner."
A. Parker, H. I. Banner, L. Brown, 1958.

ANGUS. 30 feet. Very Difficult.
A direct route on a huge leaning block.
BLOCKHEAD Very Difficult, is the south face of the leaning block.
About 50 yards right is another group of buttresses. The one at the left end
is steep with its main face cleft by two cracks.
PARALLEL CRACKS. 30 feet. Very Severe.
Up the left for a few feet, then across to right, then using both for jams, with a
very awkward move at a niche near the top.
A. Parker and P. Bamfield, March 1st, 1959.

GENESIS. 30 feet. Very Severe.
An oval shaped wall about 50 feet right of Parallel Cracks. Start at the centre
of the wall and climb on to a ledge at 8 feet, then ascend direct to the top on small
widely spaced holds, a long reach being an asset.
P. Nunn and R. McHardy.
70

83. 0565
NIGHTMARE SLAB (Wall End Area). 35 feet. Very Severe.
A very fine climb indeed on a large steep blank slab recessed back on the
immediate left of the Count's Buttress. Start up the left arete, making two hard
mantleshelf moves to a ledge. Then traverse right for about 15 feet (with a hard
move halfway) to a broader ledge, finishing straight up the wall above.
A. Parker and M. Yates, November, 1958.
SURPRISE. 60 feet. Very Severe.
Well to the right of Count's Buttress and about 100 yards left of Goliath's
Groove on a buttress consisting of two undercut slabs, one on top of the other,
bounded on the right-hand side by a moderate gully which leads up to an overhanging crack. Start up the crack on the left of the undercut and with difficulty
pull on to the slab to a stance and belay under the overhang. Then up the overhanging crack and pull precariously on to the slab above. Delicate but easier
climbing up the centre of the slab gives an exposed finish.
A. Parker and R. Brayshaw, May 16th, 1959

MOTHER'S DAY. 35 feet. Very Severe.
This is the overhanging crack at the top of the moderate gully.
A. Parker and P. Bamfield, November, 1957.
PULLOVER. 30 feet. Very Severe.
About 50 feet right of Spur Slab (Wall End Area). The route takes a shallow
undercut rib direct to the top. Pull over the overhang, then a few moves up the
right wall, finally gaining the rib and following it to the top.
Allan Austin and B. Evans, January, 1958.
FINA. 38 feet. Very Severe.
On a tall buttress, 50 feet right of Pullover and a similar distance left of Tower
Gully. Starts on the left edge, up a crack for 10 feet to a ledge, then across the
face to the right-hand arete, and straight up.
Alan Parker, November, 1958.

ESSO EXTRA. Extremely Severe.
On the niched wall forming the left side of Tower Gully, climb up on the right
of the Niche and swing out left with awkward handjams. A " foot over the left
ear " move is necessary to get a foot jam in the Niche, thus making it possible to pull
up on the jammed leg and into the Niche.
Joe Brown, 1957.

CLEFT WING SUPERDIRECT. 45 feet. Hard Very Severe.
A strenuous route that starts at the crack in the cleft of Wing Buttress and
takes the crack at the right-hand side of the underneath of the overhang. A thread
belay can be made below the overhang, then a semi-hand traverse out on the
right-hand wall for 5 feet followed by a long reach and a pendulum to pass the
break in the crack. Now hanging freely on the hands, pull up and reach the large
hold on the corner and swing round to finish up easy ledges on Cleft Wing Route.
R. A. Brayshaw, September 1th, 1958.
N. ROUTE. 35 feet. Severe.
Just to the right of Agony Crack on the Robin Hood Area. Starts directly
below two vertical cracks near the top of the edge, the route going via an open
groove to a ledge, then straight up the wall with a finish up the vertical cracks.
The holds on the last ten feet are very rounded, the final one being very poor
indeed.
R. A. Brayshaw and N. K. T. Froggatt, August, 1958.
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DESPERATION. 45 feet. Very Severe.
Starts 20 feet left of Robin Hood's Staircase and follows the line of a ragged
crack. The wall is very steep and is ascended on widely spaced holds. At 30 feet
there is a little overlap and then another flaky crack is climbed direct to the large
ledge. Very strenuous.
R. Brayshaw and A. Parker, May 16th, 1959.

HANGOVER CRACK. 60 feet. Hard Severe.
A fine route, taking the right-hand crack of Leaning Buttress Gully to the
ledge above the overhang. Then step up and pull delicately round the corner on the
right which is then followed in a direct line to the top.
JR. A. Brayshaw, N. K. T. Froggatt, G. S. Kitt, September 20th, 1957.

GREEN WALL. 30 feet. Severe.
On the right-hand end of Grotto Wall (Black Hawk Area) and just left of a
chimney, there is a ragged crack leading to a small overlap. Climb the overlap and
then traverse right and up the wall into a wide chimney which leads to the top.
B. Platt and A. Parker, December, 1958.
BAMFORD EDGE

This is the great headland of rock overlooking Bamford Village, the Yorkshire
Bridge Inn, and the lower Derwent Reservoir, and which stands out as a bold
promontory on the south west face of Bamford Moor at an altitude of 1,350 feet.
Due to its spectacular position it is perhaps the most mountainy of all the gritstone
edges and for this reason has of recent years attracted the attention of modern
"Tigers."
The Edge was visited in the early years of the century by members of the
Kyndwr Club, followed by such others as Henry Bishop and H. M. Kelly around
1915, all of whom failed to record any specific routes. In 1930 some attention was
paid to the crag by Clifford Moyer and myself, who climbed most of the obvious
easier lines of weakness and also made unsuccessful attempts on such routes as
Hasta La Vista, Quien Sabe, and Moglichkeit, though strict " Gamekeepering "
of the edge discouraged any considerable exploration. Nothing further of note was
attempted until the 1940's when members of the Sheffield University Mountaineering
Club began to pay spasmodic visits under the leadership of David Sampson, and
later in 1950 under R. A. Brown, the latter of whom climbed all the previously
explored routes, added many of his own, and finally charted the rocks. With the
publication of Vol. IV of the gritstone guides in 1957 a description of the Edge, its
climbs, and the names of routes so far attempted, but still virgin, were included in
the Guide book. This stimulated interest. Geoffrey Sutton came down from
White Hall, knocked off " Hasta La Vista " and top roped " Quien Sabe " in rain,
Bob Downes led " Possibility " and then Alan Austin and Brian Evans visited the
crag, found it compared favourably with their Yorkshire playgrounds around
Ilkley and Almescliff, and so proceeded to clean the place up, thus producing a crop
of very fine climbs. Such enthusiasm brought others, and in November, 1958,
Joe Brown added " A.35 " thus bringing the crag up to maturity.
This short guide is therefore an attempt to assemble in proper form the
majority of climbs which now exist, and in so doing to proclaim that this is a crag
well worth the attention of novice and expert alike.
The crag, a coarse type of Gritstone belonging to the Kinder Grit system, is
divided at the western end into two layers by a wide terrace formed by a shale
parting in the grit. This terrace therefore divides into an upper and lower tier the
" Great Tor " which is the most prominent feature of the edge. Just left of this at
the north western end the rocks are few and short. They begin quite abruptly at the
left end with
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(1) INTRODUCTION. 15 feet.
An excellent wall problem.
(2) INITIATION. 15 feet.
A layback overhang.
Now moving to the right comes the upper tier of the Great Tor, the left
end of the main mass being indefinite and broken up. The first climb is
(3) EASY CHIMNEY. 20 feet.
A straightforward affair.
(4) PALPITATION. 20 feet. Very Difficult.
Goes up the outer edge of the corner on the right of Easy Chimney.
E. Syne and C. Moyer, 1930.
(5) EASY CHIMNEY CORNER is then right of Palpitation, and another corner
to the right gives
(6) PROBLEM. Severe.
A stiff little layback up the left corner.
R. A. Brown, 1951.
(7) DEEP CHIMNEY. Easy. (Nails.)
Prominent in the right corner. Almost sure to have been ascended by
members of the old Kyndwr Club.
(8) KELLY. 30 feet. Difficult.
Right of Deep Chimney start below a large overhang and pull up to a
platform. Then up a short straight crack above and transfer to the face on
the right. Move right and up to the top.
H. M. Kelly, 1915.

(9) PRIMITIVE CHIMNEY. 40 feet. Moderate. (Nails.)
Obvious and right of the last. Go straight up and pull over the chockstone, this move being the feature of the climb.
J. W. Puttrell and H. Smithard, 1901.

(10) POSSIBILITY. 40 feet. Very Difficult.
A route on the left wall of Primitive Chimney, moving left to finish on the
top part of Kelly.
Bob Dowries, Harold Drasdo, Philip Gordon, 1957.

(11) THE UNDERCUT CRACK. Hard Very Severe.
The face to the right of Primitive Chimney overhangs. The crack splits
the overhang on the left-hand side . It is very strenuous but not technically
hard, and thin hands could be helpful.
Alan Austin, April \\tn, 1958.
About 18 feet right is
(12) A.35. Very Severe.
This takes the large overhang at a slight weakness. From a good stance
under the roof (thread belay) pull up on good flakes until a reach can be made
for fair holds on the wall above. A sling can be used for aid on the second
flake.
Joe Brown and J. Smith, November, 1958.

(13) THE OVERHANG TRAVERSE. 80 feet. Moderate.
This can be made from left to right or vice versa, just below the overhang.
(14) THE FLAKE is in the centre of this wall and may be used as a harder and
more interesting start of the traverse.
A little further right there is an easy way down and then on the right
again the next problem is
73

86. 0568
(15) THE TERRACE WALL which is unclimbed and divided by a terrace. Then
comes
(16) THE GARGOYLE which is a prominent landmark on the top of the rocks
to the right of Terrace Wall.
We now descend to the lower tier of " Great Tor " and for descriptive
purposes start at the left or north western end. The first route here is
(17) HASTA LA VISTA. Very Difficult.
A crack and chimney route.
Geoffrey Sutton and G. Roberts, November, 1957.

(18) BILBERRY CRACK. 30 feet. Very Severe (?)
Up the thin crack in the left corner of the prominent rock recess. Very
hard on the fingers.
R. A. Brown, 1952.

(19) RECESS CRACK. 30 feet. Very Difficult.
An interesting climb up the right-hand crack in the recess.
R. A. Brown, 1952.
(20) BROWN'S CRACK. 35 feet. Very Severe.
The fine thin crack in the centre of the wall to the right of the recess.
Hard going and a nasty finish needs care.
R. A. Brown, 1951.

(21) QUIEN SABE. 40 feet. Very Severe.
A route up the wall between Recess Crack and Brown's Crack, traversing
up left and then straight up the edge.
Brian Evans, April \\th, 1958.

(This had previously been top roped by Geoffrey Sutton on a rainy day
in November, 1957.)
(22) CURVING CRACK. 30 feet. Very Severe.
On the left of Sandy Crack.
A. Austin, 3. Evans, D. Verity, January, 1958.

(23) SANDY CRACK. 25 feet. Severe. (Nails.)
The corner crack at the right-hand side of the lower tier. Sandy and
strenuous.
C. Moyer and E. Byne, 1930.
Returning now to the Upper Tier and The Gargoyle the next climb is
(24) TINNER. Very Severe.
On a buttress with a big wrinkled wall just right of the Gargoyle. Start
at a short overhanging crack to a small ledge. Above, and slightly right, just
below the top, is another ledge. Up to this, then the top.
Alan Austin and B. Evans, August, 1958.
(25) RIGHT HAND TWIN. Very Severe.
On the same buttress and a few feet right of Tinner. Move up and right
by an obvious line, then to top.
A. Austin and B. Evans, August, 1958.
A little further right is the K. Buttress with five routes :
(26) K. BUTTRESS SLAB. 25 feet. Very Difficult.
The route goes up the slab on the left of the crack and keeps as far on
the edge as possible.
(27) K. BUTTRESS CRACK. 25 feet. Very Difficult.
The very prominent crack proves most interesting and strenuous.
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CURBAR EDGE

TREEWALL.
Has now lost its tree and is considered to be one of the hardest routes on the
Edge. It was first led treeless by
Joe Brown, November, 1958.
TREEWALL VARIATION.
After the first easy wall, instead of working left, climb the crack which starts
np and slightly to the right.
Joe Brown, February, 1959.
DOVESTONES QUARRY

JERICHO WALL. 160 feet. Very Severe.
Lies up the left edge of the cracked wall on the left of Initiation Groove.
There are two steep V-shaped grooves next to one another in between the starts of
Mikes Meander and Initiation Groove, and the route commences with the left one
of these.
Up the groove, and over blocks at the top to a belay at 55 feet. Then up easy
ledges on the right, and a steep wall to a sentry box recess (piton belay) at 25 feet.
Leave the recess on the right and ascend the steep exposed main wall to a large
ledge at 45 feet (belay). Then traverse into Mike's Meander, finishing up its top
pitch.
K. Taylor, P. Bamfield, A. R. McHardy, July, 1958.
RIVELIN EDGE

BLIZZARD RIDGE. 50 feet. Hard Severe.
Exposed and fierce. The Blunt arete on the left of Johnathan's Chimney.
A. Austin and B. Evans, February, 1958,
JONAD RIB. Very Severe.
The rib between David and Johnathan.
A. Austin and B. Evans, February, 1958.
KEVDERSCOUT

THE FIEND (Grindsbrook Rocks). Mild Very Severe.
Takes the overhang above Slape by a very thin crack.
A. Parker, April, 1957.
POTTED (Nether Tor).
On Snooker Route. As soon as the difficulty at the start of the long traverse
left is over, pull over a small overhang and up to the top. This is a much better
and harder finish.
A. Austin, September, 1958.
HITCH HIKER (Upper Tor). Severe.
Starts about one-third of the way up Hiker's Gully and takes the obvious
rounded crack that slants up to the right.
A. Austin, September, 1958.
CHATSWORTH EDGE

THE SENTINEL CRACK. Extremely Severe.
This is the enormous overhang crack on the Sentinel Nose just to the right of
Puppet Crack.
D. WMllans, May, 1959.
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FROGGATT EDGE (Annexe Area)

This is the series of buttresses a few hundred yards left of the main area (left
of Strapiqmbo). Directly above a farm and the proposed Bob Downes memorial
hut there is a hollow reminiscent of Dead Bay on Curbar. In the left corner of this
bay there is a rather ugly looking crack, and a little to the right of it on the back
wall of the bay there is an obvious thin flake crack. This is
DOWNES' CRACK. 40 feet. Very Severe.
The crack to the grassy ledge at 30 feet, then the wider crack 5 feet along the
ledge.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, A. J. Maxfield, May 15th, 1959.

The lower buttress to the right of Downes' Crack is smooth and slabby, and
presents a crack near its left-hand corner.
TIPTREE CRACK. 50 feet. Severe.
The crack is climbed all the way. There is a bulge at halfway, and at 30 feet
a large ledge with a tree belay. The final 20 feet of easy climbing goes up the right
side of some blocks.
Geoffrey J. Sutton, A. J. Maxfield, May 25th, 1959.
NORTH WALES

On Whit Saturday this year Joe Brown climbed the " Ogof " on Gallt yr Ogof,
and Hugh Banner found a good new route called Ghetto Grooves between
Longland's and White Slab on Clogwyn d'r Arddu.
THE PINNACLE
The most fantastic spectacle in the British Isles, and within an easy car ride
from Glan Dena, is a gigantic Chamonix-like obelisk stuck in an even greater hole
in the ground a 600-ft. pinnacle in the middle of a 700 ft. deep Welsh quarry.
To fashion this pinnacle quarrymen have obviously gone down vertically
on either side of it for years and years, leaving behind them a granite intrusion in
the form of a jagged knife-edge ridge stretching for something like 1,000 feet
across the quarry, rather like '' Carking Care " on Craig yr Ysfa but on a mightier
scale. Three-quarters of the way along this ridge there is a massive pinnacle, rising
sheer above the ridge for 300 feet, with one of its side walls dropping absolutely
sheer for close on 600 feet and a corresponding drop on the other (unseen) side.
The exposure is tremendous. If it does indeed prove climbable, it will need a
strong party to traverse the ridge, climb the pinnacle, abseil into the gap and
continue to the other side.*
* Editor's Note. -Deliberately, Mr. Byne omits the most important piece of
information. If you want to see the pinnacle you must find it for yourself.
To encourage you, it is within 30 minutes' car ride of the pub at Rhyd Ddu.
Given such copious information, nobody ought to have the slightest difficulty
in finding it. You have Mr. Byne's assurance that the pinnacle is genuine.
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