PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 1937.
The fifteenth Annual General Meeting was held on April 29th, 1937,
the chair being taken by the President, Mr. Walter Barrow.
After the minutes of the last General Meeting had been read and
confirmed, reports given by the Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon.
Librarian and Hon. Organiser of Meets were adopted, and Officers and
Committee for the ensuing year elected. The new President, Mr. M.
Tatham, was then introduced by Mr. Barrow and welcomed by the
members.
After an interval for refreshments, a number of very attractive
lantern slides illustrating the Easter Meet at Coniston, which were very
highly appreciated, were shown by Mr. J. A. Best.
DINNER.
The fourth biennial Dinner was held at the Grand Hotel on
March 16th, 1937. The President, Mr. Walter Barrow, was in the chair,
and the total attendance was 120. The guests of the Association included
the following : Professor T. Bodkin, M.A., D.Litt, M.R.I.A.; Mr. N. E.
Odell, representing the Alpine Club and Alpine Ski Club; Mr. W. M.
Roberts, O.B.E. (British Members of the Swiss Alpine Club); Mr. A. L.
Bill (Climbers' Club); Mr. R. Hope (Fell and Rock Climbing Club);
Miss R. Hale (Ladies' Alpine Club); Miss E. Worsley Lowe (Pinnacle
Club); Mr. J. R. Jenkins (Rucksack Club); Mr. J. E. MacLaren (Scottish
Mountaineering Club); Mr. D. W. D. Showell (University of Birmingham
Mountaineering Club); Mr. F. Lawson Cook (Wayfarers' Club) and
Mr. J. M. Davidson (Yorkshire Ramblers' Club).
The toast of "The Guests and Kindred Clubs" was proposed by
Mr. G. A. Lister, who gave a warm welcome to Professor Bodkin, and
also spoke of Mr. Odell's great reputation as a mountaineer. Mr. Odell,
in replying, made some interesting remarks about the ascent of Nanda
Devi, an account of which he had given us on the previous evening. The
toast was also responded to by Mr. W. M. Roberts, Miss Ruth Hale and
Mr. J. M. Davidson.
The toast of the Association was proposed by Professor Bodkin in a
delightful speech in which he spoke enthusiastically of his native mountains
of Wicklow. He also referred to those (rather few) artists who had
dealt faithfully with mountaineering subjects, with a special mention of
Elijah Walton. The toast was responded to by the President.
During the evening, Miss Gwen Mason gave some unaccompanied
solos on the harp, a selection of charming- pieces beautifully played.
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LECTURES, 1937.
/. R. Jenkins.
SAVOY SEASON.
Jan. 14.
This was an account of the holiday at Chamonix in 1936 of a
guideless party J. R, Jenkins, M. S. Taylor and R. V. M. Barry. After
days on the Moine and Les Courtes, they went with P. L. Roberts to
the Torino hut for the Dent du Geant, following which they ascended
Mont Blanc by the Brenva route. The ice arete went quite well, but
the work was harder higher up, and the weather turned bad, so they
descended direct from the Col Brenva to the Grands Mulcts. They
then climbed the Grepon by the Mer de Glace face. After this they went
round to the Argentiere hut and climbed Mont Dolent from the French
side, and the next day linked up the Col des Cristaux with the Col des
Later, Jenkins and Barry
Courtes and descended to the Couvercle.
climbed the Blaitiere by the glacier suspendu, a. climb which was well
described by Jenkins in the last number of the Bulletin. Altogether,
an extraordinarily successful season.
The lecture was well delivered and made thoroughly interesting. The
slides, from Taylor's photographs, were very clear, and many of them
very beautiful.
A. T. L. Reed.
RECOLLECTIONS AFTER CLIMBING.
Feb. 18.
Reed's very
Mr.
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slides,
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This lecture
interesting address was in the nature of an introduction to a general
discussion on the extent to which the details of a climb impress themselves upon the mind of a climber, and enable him to remember them
clearly after the climb is made. The lecturer confessed himself unable
to recollect anything beyond any particularly striking features of a
climb, and mentioned a variety of instances which illustrated this point.
A number of members took part in the discussion which followed.
Mr. F. G. Brettell expressed astonishment that the details of a climb
could so easily be forgotten, whilst Mr. Ransome spoke in sympathy with
Mr. Reed's difficulties. Mr. Wallace May pointed out that in many
The President and others
cases such inability was due to fatigue.
recounted incidents bearing on the subject, and altogether the discussion
was a very entertaining and instructive one.
Mar. 12.

NANDA DEVI.

N. E. Odell.

The reputation of Mr. Odell, not only as a mountaineer but also
as a lecturer, and the interest taken in the ascent of the highest mountain
entirely in British territory, resulted in one of the largest audiences yet
seen at our lectures.
Mr. Odell referred to the numerous explorations of this mountain
during the last 50 years by Graham, Longstaff, Bruce, Mumm, Ruttledge
and Howard Somervell. A feasible route was not discovered until
Shipton and Tilman, in 1934, forced a way up the gorge of the Rishi
Ganga into the inner basin.
The 1936 expedition was made by a combined British-American
party. The first assault was made by Odell and Houston, but after
exploring up to 24,500 feet, the latter unfortunately fell ill, and Tilman
and Peter Lloyd came up to help him down to a lower camp. Tilman
then joined Odell and they camped at 24,000 feet. Leaving this camp
at 6.15 a.m. they reached the summit 25,645 feet at 3-o'clock.
At a comparatively low level a great number of the porters turned
back and the climbing party had consequently to carry heavy loads over
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the most difficult part of the route. The indomitable courage and
resource shown by the party in bringing the expedition to a successful
conclusion under these conditions is deserving of the highest praise. As
Mr. Odell pointed out, it was demonstrated that a competent party
is capable of making high ascents with quite a small number of porters.
The crux of a climb to trained men, in Mr. Odell's opinion, is
reached at 19 20,000 feet. Above this height, acclimatisation becomes
increasingly difficult.
The lecture was illustrated with many very beautiful slides.
Apl. 8.
MOUNTAIN PHOTOGRAPHY IN GREAT BRITAIN. G. W. Lacey.
The slides shown by Mr. Lacey were principally of the Lake District
and North Wales, with a few of Scotland.
The following were among the points raised by him :
Miniature cameras not recommended unless the user is prepared
to take the trouble or go to the expense of a great deal of enlarging,
as contact prints are useless. Size 3i x 2J is better.
Lens should be good and cover the whole negative.
The
ordinary "petal" shutter is more satisfactory than a focal plane for
small cameras.
Plates are a nuisance; film packs are expensive, so take roll films.
June and September are generally better than the middle of
summer, being less hazy. But if photography is done in summer,
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. are often clearer than mid-day.
In mountain districts, views are frequently better from mid-way
points than from summits. There should be a well-lit foreground
and some clouds to break up a bare sky. Also cloud-shadows on
the hillside are valuable.
The slides illustrating these points were excellent, particularly some
of Great Gable and of the Snowdon group.
Oct. 21.
A LIGHT EXPEDITION TO THE CAUCASUS.
/. R. Jenkins.
This was an account of the expedition made in 1937 by M. S. Taylor
and the lecturer with two members of the Oxford University
Mountaineering Club R. A. Hodgkin and R. L. Beaumont.
A great number of highly interesting slides were shown, and although
the lecture was given in a very modest way it was obvious that this
expedition was well conceived and well carried out. Most of the peaks
ascended were climbed by entirely new routes and two had not previously
been climbed. The ascent of Ushba by a new route was a great triumph,
in which Jenkins was most unfortunately unable to take part, owing to
a bruised condition caused a day or so previously by a. fall of stones.
There were no failures, although in many cases the difficulties were
very great.
All these climbs were made entirely without the assistance of guides
or local men. A few of the latter were hired from time to time for
transport purposes, generally at an exhorbitant rate, and they were
often reluctant to transport the baggage when and where it was required.
Nevertheless, the cost of the whole expedition was not more than £75
per man, a reasonable sum in the circumstances.
Nov. 4.

MONT BLANC BY THE SOUTH-EAST ARETE OF

MONT MAUDIT.

H. E. G. Tyndale.

The lecturer gave the geography of the peak, Mont Maudit, on
which his route lay, by a series of delightful slides, some from serial
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photos, from almost a circle of view points. His interesting route
was made from the Torino hut in 1911, that wonderful summer still
gratefully remembered by older Alpinists. His companions were R. L.
Irving and the late George L. Mallory a good team ! The route was
first done by an Austrian, Herr von Kiiffner, led by Alexander Burgener,
with Joseph Furrer as second guide, and a porter, on July 2nd to
4th, 1887.
The lecturer's party reached the foot of a snow slope enabling them
to get up on to the ridge very early on a fine morning, and Irving
proceeded to cook a dish of porridge which, when cooked, was lost by a
sudden movement by Mallory which knocked over the stove. Irving
insisted on a second brew, but the time taken was rather an advantage
as giving the sun a chance to work on the ice on the rocks of main parts
of the ridge. The crux of the ridge was an enormous gendarme, looking
most formidable in the excellent slides shown, and which, strange to
say, was not mentioned at all in Kuffner's account of his ascent.
The pioneers were approaching the ridge from Courmayeur, however, and made two bivouacs, and fatigue may have made Herr Kiiffner
less observant than usual. The lecturer's party lost some time testing
a route on the right, N., which petered out over a terrific precipice.
Mallory thought the gendarme could be climbed direct by some rocks
or ledges which were apparent (it has since been traversed in about
six hours) but Irving took a good route across the ice and rock face
on the left, S. The party found, on the whole, good conditions and,
except for one or two awkward passages, the lecturer found the route
not excessively severe, while uniformly steep.
On reaching the relatively easy snow slope between the Mont Blanc
du Tacul and Mont Maudit they were still enthusiastic enough to go
straight for the summit of Mont Maudit instead of over to the usual
Col slightly N.W. of the summit. They were soon on the Col de Brenva
and descended by the Ancien Passage to the Grandes Mulcts.
H. W. Tilman.
ACROSS CENTRAL AFRICA.
Nov. 18.
The prospect of a lecture by Mr. H. W. Tilman, the leader selected
by the Everest Committee to lead the 1938 Everest Expedition, even
though the subject had not been announced, led to an attendance which
severely taxed the capacity of the hall. Many members hoped for a
talk on the prospects of the Expedition, but naturally this subject was
not open for discussion, and Mr. Tilman gave a most interesting lecture
on a subject having no connection with climbing his epic journey across
Africa on a bicycle. Mr. Tilman emphasised that the trip was not
undertaken as a stunt but simply as the most economical way of accomplishing a considerable part of the journey home from Kenya, where he
had been coffee-planting. As he modestly explained, he bought a bicycle
and some provisions and cycled to the West Coast. He made it sound
very simple, and his only reference to the hardships of the journey was
that he lost two stones in weight, but reading between the lines one
appreciated the indomitable courage required to face such a journey,
sleeping out in the jungle with no weapons and relying on food obtained
from wayside native villages. As an example of the contrasts possible
in a district such as Equatorial Africa, which is now being opened up,
he described how in camp one night he was wakened up about midnight
by the passage of a French lorry and was wakened again in the
morning by a herd of wild elephants. The natives on the whole were
friendly and helpful, and he spoke particularly highly of the intelligence
of the pygmies living a nomadic life in the jungle.
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As a concession to the climbers, Mr. Tilman showed one or two
slides of the Mountains of the Moon and Mount Kenya and Kilimanjaro.
In putting to the meeting a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Tilman,
the President expressed the good wishes of the Association for the
success of the 1938 Everest Expedition.

Dec. 2.

WHITSUNTIDE MEET IN SKYE.

N. Willson.

This was a most interesting evening. Mr. Willson had collected a
very fine series of slides of various parts of the Cuillin, and also showed
a number taken on the mainland during the journey to Skye. It was
one of the finest collections of views of the Cuillin we have seen.
The descriptions of the approach to Skye and of the climbing done
there were very clearly and attractively given. Amongst other expeditions
were visits to Coruisk, traverses of various parts of the main ridge,
including the Thearlaich-Dubh Gap, and ascents of the Window Buttress,
Innaccessible Pinnacle, Cioch Direct route, Eastern Buttress of Sron na
Ciche, by the direct route, etc.
From Mr. Willson's account it was evident that the meet was a great
success, particularly as the weather for the most part was excellent,
and the hope was expressed that another visit might be made at no
very distant date.
SOCIAL EVENING.
Dec. 16.
This new departure was arranged by a committee consisting of
Miss Jaques and Messrs. Wallbank, Restall and Mottram, whilst the
refreshments were under the supervision of Mrs. May and Mrs. Brettell.
The proceedings commenced at 7.30 and lasted until 11 o'clock, and
there was not a dull moment. There was an exhibition of members'
photographs, many of which were of a high standard and made a
beautiful show. A competition, which created much amusement, had
been arranged, in which each member wore a small photograph of
some well-known mountain, and was invited to try to identify as many
as possible of those worn by others. As some of these photographs
were taken from unhackneyed positions, the highest number identified
was 16.
After a halt for refreshments, songs and a short play were given
by some friends of the committee, and the rest of the evening was
devoted to dancing, with a good band and quite a good floor.
A vote of thanks to those who had given so much time and care
to these arrangements was proposed by Dr. Waine and carried with
much acclamation.

OUTDOOR MEETS, 1937.
These meets were generally well attended, and fortunately the
weather was for the most part quite good, the Dinner Meet being an
exception.
Feb. 6 7. NORTH WALES. A large party took possession of the Guest
House at Capel Curig, and enjoyed fine weather on the Saturday, when
all the party were very active. On Sunday, there was rather persistent
rain, which, however, was defied by several walking parties who refused
to be downhearted.
Mar. 14. DINNER MEET, COTSWOLDS. This year we were not so well
favoured in the matter of weather as on previous Dinner Meets. Heavy
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snow fell during the night in the Broadway district, rnaking walking
rather unpleasant. A few members crossed the hills to Bishop's Cleeve,
but most of the party (about 40) had short walks or took refuge in
St. Patrick's Cafe, where tea was provided. Upon the hills the snow,
though soft, was still snow, but the main street of Broadway was a
mere bog.
The President took out several of the Association's guests and
entertained them at his cottage at Willersey.
Mar. 26 29 (Easter). CONISTON. This Meet was held at the Dow Crag
Climbers' Hut and was attended by 14 members. The weather was
particularly fine and many fell walks were made and a good deal of
climbing was done both on Dow Crag and further afield on Gimmer.
Apl. 25. CRATCLIFFE. Here again the weather was fine, and a party of
30 spent a very enjoyable day.
May 15-17 (Whitsuntide). CAPEL QJRIG. A party of 11 spent the weekend at Siabod Villa. Weather was fairly fine and many climbs were
done on Tryfan, Idwal Slabs, etc.
May 12 21. SKYE MEET. This was held at Glen Brittle Lodge, and
was attended by 17 members and friends. They enjoyed ideal weather,
clear and fine, with no midges. A number of ridge walks on the Cuillin
were undertaken and a visit made to Coruisk, while among the climbs
done were the Window Buttress, the Inaccessible Pinnacle, the ThearlaichDubh Gap, the North Ridge of Sgurr Alasdair, the Cioch Direct and the
Eastern Buttress Direct on Sron Na Ciche. The party unanimously
decided to go again at an early date.
June 27 (Tal-y-Llyn).
CAMPING MEET.
This was more definitely a
camping meet than had been anticipated, as some huts which had been
relied upon had vanished.
The party of about two dozen climbed
Cader Idris in various ways, and some went to the Arans. The Great
Gully of Craig y Cae, now that the big pitch has fallen to pieces, was
found rather disappointing, but the meet as a whole was very much
enjoyed.
July 18.
TOWY VALLEY.
This was another camping meet, held at
Ystrad-ffin, above Llandovery. It was attended by 12 members who
found the scenery of this valley and its surroundings very delightful.
Aug. 29.
CROMFORD, BLACK ROCKS.
A fair number of our more
energetic members spent a very pleasant day on these rocks. A great
deal of climbing was done, but no new climbs have been reported.
Spt. 25 26. CAPEL CURIG. A party of about 40 assembled at the Guest
House and neighbouring houses. Very fine weather was experienced
during the week-end. Climbing parties visited Lliwedd, Tryfan and
Glyder Fach, and walking parties were also active, and altogether the
meet was a very successful one.
Oct. 24. CLEE HILLS. By visiting this district our members broke new
ground.
The rendezvous for cars was the Boyne Arms Hotel at
Burwarton, where also tea was provided. The Brown Clee was ascended
and some members crossed over to the Titterstone where a small outcrop
of rock, reported to be unclimbable, was inspected.
Nov. 12. BRASSINGTON. The Association has been peculiarly fortunate
in its Brassington Meets, and this one was no exception, for the weather
was fine and most of the attractive little climbs were investigated during
the day.
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