
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 26th APRIL, 1934.

The Hon. Secretary read the report of the last Annual General 
Meeting, after which the Hon. Treasurer presented a Statement of 
Accounts for the year, showing that the Bank balance was in a satis 
factory condition, but had not been increased owing to sundry extra 
expenses, including the first Bulletin, which cost more than the extra 
revenue received from subscriptions.

The Hon. Librarian gave his report, and explained that a smaller 
number of books had been in circulation than in the previous year. 
owing to the fact that the Library was still at the Medical Institute 
and therefore not so easily accessible.

The Hon. Organiser reported on the outdoor meets as having been 
very satisfactory, and mentioned that there was great need for 
experienced climbers to come forward and undertake the leadership 
of parties of novices and less skilled members.

The President then introduced a matter of considerable interest, that 
of making use for the first time of Rule 10, referring to the election of 
Honorary Members. Mr. R. E. W. Pritchard, on the proposal by Mr. 
F. E. Wallbank, and Mr. Wallace May, proposed by Mr. G .E. Goode, 
were elected, with acclamation, as the first Honorary Members of the 
Association. Mr. Pritchard, an original member, served the Association 
as Hon. Librarian for eleven years (having just retired from that office) 
and has with great industry built up an excellent Library of some 200 
volumes. Mr. May was, of course, the founder of the Association and 
has served it with distinction as Hon. Secretary, as member of committee 
(twice), and as President.

After an interval for refreshments, the sound film of the Mount 
Everest Expedition, 1933, was shown. The photography was by P. 
Wyn Harris, and the description by F. S. Smythe. There were numerous 
"shots" of scenes in the camps and at the various monasteries, and 
the mountain scenery shown was extraordinarily beautiful.

Those parts of the film which depicted the work of ascending to 
the North Col and to the higher Camps showed in a most graphic manner 
the arduous nature of the undertaking, and the napping of tents and 
the clouds of powdery snow gave a good idea of the force of the wind. 
Smythe's description was excellent.

LECTURES, 1934.

Jan. 12. MOODS AND TENSES OF CLIMBING. C. F. Holland.
In the quietly humorous style known to those of us who have read 

his articles in Club Journals, Mr. Holland commenced his address with 
references to some of the well-known climbs around Wasdale, and the 
piquant situations in which parties climbing thereon have sometimes 
found themselves. He then showed a number of fine slides of Dolomite 
peaks, including the Langkofel, Funffingerspitze, etc.; and described an 
adventure on the former peak when, accompanied by G. R. Speaker,
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he spent tnree days on the mountain, but eventually got off it without 
mishap. More humorous was an account of the accidental dropping 
of a rucksack. The dispersal of the contents down the rocks brought 
a rescue party from below, bent on retrieving the supposed bodies.

Another expedition, in which the lecturer took part, set out to rescue 
some men who were pounded in the Schrnidt Kamin on the Fiiufnngers- 
pitze. The climbers were found quite safe at the foot of the rocks, but 
nevertheless were promptly dosed with brandy and maraschino; thus, 
whilst perfectly capable, until the arrival of the rescuers, of walking 
back to their hotel, they required as a result of this treatment a 
considerable amount of assistance.

A vote of thanks was proposed by W. Meakin and seconded by 
E. O. Stich.

Jan. 25. MOUNT EVEREST. E. E. Shipton.
On this evening the Association had the good fortune to hear an 

address by Mr. Shipton on some of his experiences in the last Everest 
expedition. The address was of an informal and personal character, 
owing to the restrictions placed on members of the expedition pending 
the publication of official accounts.

A large number of very fine slides was shown, illustrating every 
phase of the attempt, including the personnel, the local inhabitants and 
their surroundings, and details of the high camps and the views there 
from. The latter were wonderfully clear, and a triumph of good 
photography under difficult conditions.

Mr. Shipton explained how this fourth attempt had profited by the 
experiences of previous parties, but was unfortunate in being dogged by 
bad weather, notwithstanding which a camp was placed as high as 
27,400 feet. He pointed out that although many members of the 
expedition lived continuously at over 21,000 feet for five weeks, at the 
highest camps mental and physical deterioration will proceed rapidly, 
even when the men are resting, so that delays due to bad weather 
militate seriously against success. He and Smythe spent two nights at 
the highest camp without being able to sleep, and felt the effects badly. 
It is now realised that the final 1200 feet, owing to the formation of 
the ridge, offer a very hard problem to men whose vitality is thus 
reduced.

The general feeling of the meeting was the greatest admiration of 
Mr. Shipton's courage and climbing ability, and gratitude for his 
charmingly delivered address, and this feeling was ably expressed by the 
President, Mr. Ransome and Sir John Robertson.

Feb. 8. EARLY DAYS OF BRITISH ROCK-CLIMBING. E. O. Ransome.
In introducing this subject, Mr. Ransome referred to the difficulty 

of getting information on the early climbs, as so little had been written 
about them. He pointed out that in the exploration of British rocks, 
those of the Lake District were first in the field. He sketched the history 
of the Pillar Rock, from its first ascent by Atkinson, in 1826, to the 
days of Baumgartner and John Robinson, Slingsby and Haskett Smith, 
and O. G. Jones. As regards Scafell, Broad Stand was climbed in 1837, 
but the pinnacle was not climbed until 1884. Haskett Smith's ascent 
of the Gable Needle was made in 1886.

Mr. Ransome suggested that the personalities of the early climbers 
were really more interesting than their climbs. He instanced that of 
John Robinson, an extraordinarily versatile man, and the Rev. James
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Jackson, the " Patriarch of the Pillarites," who> climbed the Pillar Rock 
at the age of 80. He concluded by reading some humorous accounts of 
climbs, taken from old newspapers, and quotations from letters by early 
climbers.

A vote of thanks was proposed by W. O. Duncan and seconded by 
R. E. W. Pritchard. It was pointed out that Mr. Ransome had dealt 
only with the Lake District, and had made no mention of Scotland or 
Wales. The lecturer explained that it was the Lake District he had 
arranged to deal with, and that it should have been so stated in the 
title.

Feb. 28. INFORMAL. Three short lectures were given on this evening.

Dr. J. H. Sheldon described a traverse of the Grepon in most 
realistic fashion, and showed a series of slides which were so complete 
and well arranged as to illustrate almost step by step the route taken.

Dr. Lewis Graham gave some notes on Fort William, which was 
to be the scene of the Easter Meet. He showed slides of the neighbour 
hood and of the S.M.C. Hut, both interior and exterior, and some very 
fine views of Ben Nevis from Carn M6r Dearg, and of the snow cornices 
on the Ben.

Mr. Arthur Hackett showed a number of beautiful views taken 
around Saas Fee, again with a view to preparing members for the 
scenery of the district fixed upon for a Meet the proposed summer meet 
in the Alps.

These short lectures are always attractive, and the above-mentioned 
formed no exception to the rule. They were well delivered and well 
illustrated and the contrast in the subjects chosen was a pleasing feature 
of a very successful evening.

March 22. THE MOUNTAINS OF LABRADOR. N. E. Odell.

The original intention of the lecturer had been to describe the 
Mountains of East Greenland, but the necessary lantern slides were not 
available, and until his arrival the members who attended were uncertain 
what slides would be shown, or, indeed, if any would be shown at all. 
It came therefore as a very welcome surprise when Mr. Odell pro 
ceeded to show an extraordinarily fine series of views of a number of 
very attractive mountains. Some of these were " birds-eye " views 
taken from an aeroplane. These views were obtained by Mr. Odell when 
he accompanied, as geologist, an expedition made in 1931, under Dr. 
Forbes, of Harvard University, to investigate the coast line and the 
main watershed of Northern Labrador.

Numerous excellent photographs were shown of the Tornea range, 
including views taken on the ascent of Razorback; also of the Bishop's 
Mitre and a mountain with the intriguing name of Blow-me-down, a 
corruption of the Eskimo name. The height of these mountains varies 
between 4,000 and 5,000 feet.

A vote of thanks was proposed by G. A. Lister and seconded by 
R. T. Duckitt.

Oct. 18. THE GANGOTRI GLACIER EXPEDITION, Marco Pallis.

This lecture was noteworthy as being the second dealing with the 
Himalayas to be given at these Meetings during 1934. The attractive 
style in which the lecture was delivered and the very fine series of 
slides combined to make the evening's entertainment a very enjoyable 
one.
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It is noteworthy of remark that the programme of Mr. Pallis' party 
differed from the larger Himalayan expeditions in that its members set 
out to demonstrate (and succeeded in so doing) that it was possible to 
get a considerable amount of good climbing on the more modest peaks, 
up to 22,000 feet, without requiring the aid, and necessitating the 
expense, of a large number of high-camp coolies. The transport column 
was, of course, rather large, but having once reached the base of 
operations, the number of porters employed on mountain explorations 
was four only.

A great deal of interesting work was accomplished. The greater 
part of the Gangotri Glacier (the source of the river Ganges) was 
explored and several of the surrounding peaks, including Satopanth 2, 
were climbed, and later Lyo Porgyal, further north, was ascended.

A vote of thanks was proposed by W. O. Duncan and carried with 
acclamation.

Nov. I. MORE ABOUT SKYE. E. W. Steeple.
In his introductory remarks, the Hon. Treasurer suggested that the 

title given to his lecture might be found to signify " further discussion 
of the Stye hills " rather than an account of any new explorations. He 
nevertheless described several climbs which have been made since the 
publication of the Skye Guide Book. In addition he showed a number 
of interesting slides which had not previously been seen at our meetings.

It appears from some of the lecturer's remarks that Glen Brittle 
is in process of becoming a popular resort, and it behoves those of our 
members who have not yet visited the Cuillins to do so at an early date, 
before the installation of traffic signals on the main ridge.

A vote of thanks was proposed by R. E. W. Pritchard, and seconded 
by J. R. Jenkins.

Nov. 15. SHORT PAPERS. Three short lectures were given on this
evening.

Miss A. M. Jaques described a holiday in the Oertzthal district, 
commencing with a number of excursions taken from Ober Gurgl. The 
Ramolkogel was then traversed with a descent to Vent, from which, 
amongst other expeditions, a traverse of the Wildspitze was made.

It was evident from Miss Jaques' account that to anyone who 
is content to roam over a very beautiful country with peaks of moderate 
height, the Oertzthal Group offers extraordinary attractions.

Mr. R. G. Turner dealt with the Vorarlberg in June. Starting from 
Bludenz with T. K. Beck, a day was spent on the Zimbaspitze. Later 
they visited the Lunersee and climbed Scesaplana. Another day was 
spent on the Dreithurme. They then went on to St. Anton, climbed 
the Scheibler and descended to Galtur, continuing up the Jamthal and 
across to the Wiesbaden Hut, eventually reaching Gargellen.

Mr. Michael Taylor showed slides taken in the Vallais, commencing 
at Bourg St. Pierre. An attempt was made on the Grand Combin, but 
the weather had the last word. From Chanrion the Ruinette was 
climbed and his party went on to Arolla, climbed The Dents des 
Bouquetins and crossed the Col d'Herens to Zermatt. In good weather 
they ascended Monte Rosa by the Grenz glacier and the Cresta Rey ridge, 
and later went up to the Schonbuhl and spent a day on the Dent 
Blanche.

On a tour of this sort it is advisable to reduce the weight of one's 
sack as much as possible, but Mr. Taylor spoke feelingly of the
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difficulty in getting one's legs into the sleeves of a pullover after a wet 
day!

Nov. 29. SOME BIRDS OF THE WELSH HILLS. H. G. Wagstaff, F.R.P.S.
A lecture on bird life in any part of the country (including towns) 

would always be interesting, but as the birds described by Mr. Wagstaff 
were for the most part those of the hills and moors of Central and 
North Wales, many of which are difficult to observe at close quarters, 
this address was particularly attractive. Mr. Wagstaff is a well known 
authority on bird life and a very expert photographer, and his descrip 
tion of the habits of the birds dealt with were illustrated with many 
very beautiful slides.

Of special interest were the close-up views, taken of course from a 
" hide," of buzzards and others of the hawk tribe, curlews, etc.; and 
the studies of owls were delightful and very amusing. The skill and the 
vast amount of patience which this branch of the photographic art 
demands make the results obtained unusually valuable.

A cordial vote of thanks to the lecturer was proposed by R. Milnes 
Walker and seconded by Mrs. Wallace May.

Dec. 13. M.A.M. MEET AT SAAS PEE. By G. A. Lister.
A full description of all the expeditions undertaken at the meet was 

given by Mr. Lister in his usual clear and attractive style to a very 
appreciative and enthusiastic audience, which included several members of 
the Saas Fee party who had come considerable distances to attend the 
meeting. An admirably well-balanced series of slides had been selected 
by Mr. Lister from photographs taken by various members during the 
meet. These views were uniformly good and were used with great effect 
by the lecturer to illustrate his detailed account of the scenery of the Saas 
Fee district and of the activities of the climbing parties.

In proposing a vote of thanks the President referred to the very great 
amount of work undertaken by Mr. Lister, as leader of the party; all the 
arrangements having been carried out with characteristic thoroughness, 
ensuring to every member of the party a maximum of enjoyment with a 
minimum of trouble and expense. The vote of thanks was seconded and 
supported by Messrs. F. A. Henn and W. Jolly, who were themselves 
members of the party.

OUTDOOR MEETS, 1934.

The programme of meets arranged by the Hon. Organiser was very 
attractive and proved highly successful as regards the number who 
attended them the average attendance was over 20 but on several 
occasions the meets suffered from uncongenial weather. This, of course, 
was not the fault of the Hon. Organiser, who is to be congratulated on 
his efforts and to whom the thanks of all who attended the meets are due.

The season was notable for two innovations, an Easter meet being held 
in Scotland and a summer meet in Switzerland. These have been 
separately reported. Other meets were as follows: 
Feb. 10 11. CAPEL CURIG. The weather, which was dry in Birmingham 
was wet in North Wales. Nevertheless a number of brave spirits invaded 
the Guest House, and performed damp deeds on Lliwedd and Tryfan.

With a sufficient number of cars to accomodate the whole party it is 
equally easy to reach either Pen-y-Pass or Ogwen from Capel Curig. 
Motorists are advised, however, to make up their minds which way they

19



are going before reaching the fork in the road by the Post Office, where 
the County Council have recently laid out a triangular patch of ground 
with a. very stout curb.

March 11. BRASSINGTON. There was a good gathering here and the rocks 
were not very wet. The party enjoyed to the full a typical early spring 
day, the heat of which was not burdensome. It was, in fact, almost 
negligible.

April 21 22. TAL Y BRAICH, OGWEN. This meet was held in conjunction 
with the Rucksack Club, and was attended by about a dozen M.A.M. 
members. The weather was fairly good, and much enjoyable climbing 
was done. The combined Hut party was so large that some slept on the 
kitchen floor and others in a tent on adjoining ground. The floor party 
were Rucksackers, who very kindly gave up the bunks to our members. 
We offer our grateful thanks to our hosts for this, and other acts of 
hospitality.

May 19 21. (WHITSUNTIDE). This meet was held at Wasdale Head, 
and attracted a fair number of members. The weather, however, was not 
ideal, as during the first part of the week-end there was much low mist, 
so much that some parties wandered, or groped, about the mountain-sides 
unable to find the crags. Fortunately there was an improvement on 
Whit-Monday, and the afternoon was sunny and bright. Some climbing 
and a fair amount of ridge-walking was accomplished.

June 16 17. BLACK ROCKS^ CROMFORD. There was an attendance at 
this meet of 25. Most of the party motored up on Sunday morning, but 
a few reached Cromford on Saturday evening and camped.

The weather was quite good, and a great deal of climbing was done 
on dry rocks.

July 8. CRATCLIFF. The meet at Cratcliff took the place of a proposed 
meet at the Breidden Hills, where it was considered there was not 
sufficient work to occupy a whole day.

The weather was again good, and those that attended the meet had a 
strenuous but enjoyable day.

Sept. 29 30. BEDDGELERT. A large party, hoping for the best, 
journeyed to Beddgelert and experienced the worst. The weather was 
very, very wet. On Saturday some climbing was done on Craig Silin 
under bad conditions, but the greater part of Sunday was spent either 
indoors or in carefully closed saloon cars. Floods on the road north of 
Beddgelert relieved the monotony of the homeward journey.

Oct. 21. CHURCH STRETTON. Here again there was a good attendance. 
The day was cloudy with a high wind, but there was very little rain. 
The party was decidedly energetic, and a number visited the Stiperstones 
in addition to the local hills.

Nov. 18. BRASSINGTON. Attendance about 30. Brassington meets are 
always popular. The day was very fine, and the rocks in splendid 
condition. Consequently everything climbable by fair means was 
climbed.

NOTE: The reference to fair means may provoke the question "what 
is an artificial aid?" and as it has recently been suggested by a well- 
known rock-climber that stocking-soles might be included in this category 
we must decline to be drawn into any discussion of so intricate a subject.
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