PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
The eleventh Annual General Meeting was held at the Medical
Institute on April 27th, 1933. Reports by the various Officers having
been adopted, an address was delivered by the retiring President, Mr.
G. A. Lister.
Following his introductory remarks the President proceeded to
epitomise the activities of the Association during his term of office, and
made sympathetic reference to the losses which it had sustained by
the death of several of its members.
Two extracts from the succeeding portion of this very interesting
and instructive address are here appended.
" I know that we are all anxious for the continued success of
this Association. Since its formation in 1922 it has gone forward
steadily and with most satisfactory results. .For sociability and
friendship amongst its members it is surely equal to any of the
older clubs; but, personally, I feel that at this stage a gradual
modification of policy is desirable.
Up till two years ago I held the view that our place in the
scheme of mountaineering clubs was different to that of others;
that, instead of endeavouring to build up an influential club on the
accepted lines, we should regard ourselves purely as a Midland
association of members of existing clubs an association which
should confine its activities to offering only those facilities which,
as members of other clubs, we were not able to enjoy by reason of
residing so far from headquarters. In other words, that we should
limit our work to local meets in summer, the lecture programme in
winter, and to the acquisition of a first-rate moutaineering library.
But as your President I have felt it to be one of my duties
to consider carefully all such matters of policy, and I have in
consequence changed my views. Whereas, originally, most of our
members were at the same time members of other clubs, to-day the
proportion of such is only 25%. There are thus over 150 members
of our Association who belong to no other club. While it is no
doubt true that some of these members desire little, if anything,
more than we now offer, I know that amongst that group are many
young and enthusiastic climbers who would appreciate some extension of our activities. I feel, therefore, that we should gradually widen
our interests and endeavour to provide for our enthusiasts all those
advantages which are to be gained by collective action, and which
are offered by the other clubs. The two principal developments I
have in mind are the open Club Meet in the Alps, possibly both
summer and winter, and the gradual expansion of our Bulletin into
a worthy Club Journal.
The Club Meet in the Alps has much to recommend it. It will
be a group of friends and acquaintances already known to each
other, and linked by the bond of club membership; it ensures
appreciable reduction in the cost to each individual, as concessions
can be obtained on travel and hotel rates, and the cost of local
guides can be pooled. It is particularly helpful to the novice and
those of lesser experience they will benefit by the general
organisation of the Meet and by the advice given by the leaders on
such matters as equipment and Alpine technique. It involves a
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certain amount of work on the part of those who undertake its
organisation, but if this work is divided as between travel,
expeditions, and finance, it will not fall too heavily, and will provide
ample recompense in the knowledge of the happiness and enjoyment
it ensures for others. While it may not be possible to do much in
this direction under present conditions, I hope that we shall see
such Meets organised by the M.A.M. in the not too distant future.
Also I appeal for gradual development and enlargement of the
Bulletin. Amongst a membership of nearly 250 we should find
sufficient literary and artistic ability to maintain a yearly Journal,
produced for and by our members. There should be no dearth of
subject matter. Many of our lectures are worthy of permanent
Journal record, and we often hear, in friendly discussion, of
adventures and experiences, an account of which would be of
interest and often useful to our fellow members generally. Nothing
can foster and maintain the club spirit to the same extent as a
high-class Journal."
" Most mountaineers will agree with the sentiments expressed
by Mr. Amery when speaking at our recent Dinner. They will
admit a love of adventure, admit a belief that risk and danger add
spice to life and make it the more worth living. They will agree
also that the exhilaration, the inspiration maybe, lies in countering
those risks and dangers by their own personal efforts, by care and
skill; and they will appreciate my message to those who climb the
mountains, to be ever vigilant in view of possible danger, and
especially so when the necessity for vigilance appears to be least.
And thus, climbing within our capacity, alive always to the
possibilities, can we safely enjoy those glorious moments which the
mountains give so freely to those who seek. In this country the
joy and exhilaration of the early morning walk, the satisfaction
of the keen climb up the steep rock face, the relaxation and rest on
the summit, combined often with a prospect which is a revelation
of the Creator's handiwork. Then, as evening falls the cool and
quiet descent to the valley below, the refreshing bathe, the wellearned rest, and the company of our mountaineering friends. Or
it may be in the Alps, which give us moments still fuller and more
intense the wonder of the Alpine dawn, the vision of a sea of
morning mist below, the day's work over rock and ice and snow,
the summit again, but a summit and a summit view such as the
climber in this country can never see. Again the descent, possibly
the thrill of a quick glissade, then the peace and quiet of the lower
Alps and occasionally a glorious picture of the Alpine after-glow. Or
again, the Alps in winter a veritable fairyland of pure white snow,
and yielding to the skier the incomparable sensation of the swift
effortless glide from height to valley.
Such joys are experienced only on the hills. They are worth
while, worth facing risk and danger, and worthy too of the exercise
of that care and vigilance which will ensure our safety and enable
us to come again."

DINNER.
The second biennial Dinner was held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, on March llth, 1933, and was well attended, the members and
guests present numbering 162. The guests of the Association included
the following: Sir Barry V. Jackson, M.A., Dr. T. G. Longstaff,
representing the Alpine Club and Climbers' Club, Mr. M. N. Clarke
(Association of British Members of the Swiss Alpine Club), Mr. G. R.
Speaker (Fell and Rock Climbing Club), Dr. Dorothy Jordan Lloyd
(Ladies' Alpine Club), Dr. C. L. Corbett (Pinnacle Club), Mr. Eustace
Thomas (Rucksack Club), Rev. A. E. Robertson (Scottish Mountaineering Club), Mr. Kenneth D. Foster (Ski Club of Great Britain),
Mr. F. Lawson Cook (Wayfarers' Club), and Mr. W. V. Brown
(Yorkshire Ramblers' Club).
The after-dinner speeches were all excellent. The toast of " The
Guests and Kindred Clubs " was proposed by the Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery
in his racy style. Dr. Longstaff, in replying to the toast, gave a very
full and lucid account of the work \vhich lay before the members of the
Everest Expedition. His suggestion that the men composing the
storming party should possess lungs capable of being contracted and
expanded like concertinas was received very sympathetically by many
of his audience. The question of oxygen was still, apparently, very
much in the air!
Mr. W. P. Haskett Smith, who was present as a private guest,
also responded in a very pleasing and amusing little speech.
The toast of the Association was proposed by Sir Barry Jackson.
Whilst disclaiming any knowledge of mountaineering or desire to climb
mountains, the speaker showed very plainly by his references to days
spent in their neighbourhood, and actually upon their slopes, that his
love of the hills was a very real one.
The President, in his response, reviewed the work of the Association, and made it evident that its members had every reason to
congratulate themselves on its progress.
Several mountaineering songs, some of which were written specially
for the occasion by Mr. Arthur Hackett, were sung during the evening.

LECTURES, 1983.
Jan. 12.

GUIDELESS CLIMBING. By J. L. Longland.
Everest Expedition, 1933.)

(Member of the

In this lecture, which was illustrated with a number of very fine
slides, Mr. Longland dealt principally with the French and Swiss Alps,
though he commenced by showing some slides taken in Wales and
Cumberland to illustrate rock work. He then described expeditions in
the Graians and Dauphine, showing views taken around the Evettes
glacier and during an ascent of the Grande Casse, and others illustrating
the traverse of the Meije by the ordinary route and also by a new route
made by his party over the Pic Gaspard. An ascent of Les Bans was
.also described.
Turning to the Pennine Alps, the lecturer made reference to ascents
of the Dent Blanche, the Matterhorn by the Zmutt ridge, the Dom, The
Lyskamm by the north-west route, the Obergabelhorn and Wellenkuppe,
and the Breithorn by the Klein Triftje ridge, described as a difficult
but very enjoyable climb.
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A number of useful suggestions and recommendations to theguideless climber gave additional interest to an excellent evening's
entertainment.
A vote of thanks was proposed by the President. There was nodiscussion owing to the lateness of the hour, the lecturer having been
delayed in his journey from Oxford by fog.
Jan. 26.

INFORMAL NIGHT. Short talks were given by Mr. Wallace
May, Mr. R. T. Duckitt, Miss M. Jackson and the President,
Mr. G. A. Lister.
Mr. May dealt with Mount Everest, describing briefly the earlier
expeditions, and finally the expedition in 1924, when a height of over
28,100 feet was reached by Norton and Somervell, and Mallory and
Irvine were last seen, by Odell, at about the same height.
Mr. Duckitt described several ascents in the Pyrenees, showing
views of the Pic de Nethou, Mont Perdu, the Vignemale, etc.
He
referred to the rotten rocks of the Pic de Nethou and the narrow summit
ridge, which (the ridge, not the rotten rock) gives an added interest to
the climb.
Mont Perdu he described as being more interesting on the northeast than on the Spanish side.
Miss Jackson showed some slides of the Island of Skye, principally
in the neighbourhood of Camas Mhor, north of Uig, a charming but
rather unfrequented district. Views were also shown of the Quiraing
and the Storr rocks, and the lecturer further described excursions to
Coruisk and Talisker. A very attractive view of the latter was shown,
and also some fine sunset studies.
The President showed some beautiful cloud studies obtained from
the summit of Snowdon on Christmas Day. He then went on to show
some very clever and amusing diagrammatic sketches purporting to
explain a scheme for the inauguration of a school for climbers at the
Palais de Danse, including a Hand Traverse, an Adjustable Chimneycrack and an Adjustable Slab, with the machinery necessary for
adjustments.
Feb. 9. THE DOLOMITES FROM BELOW. By T. Clutterbuck.
As its title would suggest, this lecture did not deal with mountain
ascents or climbs, but was a description of a tour through a part of
the Dolomites, for the most part by diligence, advantage being taken
of hotels and huts to obtain short photographic excursions.
Mr. Clutterbuck showed views of the Rosengarten, Langkofel,
Funffingerspitze, Marmolata, Monte Cnstallo, Piz Popena with its extraordinary pinnacles, the Drei Zinnen, etc.
Some description was also given of the numerous wild flowers,
the profusion of which added greatly to the enjoyment of the tour.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Goode, and seconded by
Miss Wright. Mr. Goode mentioned that in the Tyrol one missed the
glaciers, but in compensation there was the great wealth of colour;
and from a less aesthetic point of view, the comfort of good huts.
March 10. ALPINE CLIMBING IN SCOTLAND. By Rev. A. E. Robertson.
A lecture under the above heading, given by a past president of
the Scottish Mountaineering Club, proved to be of extraordinary
interest. The artistic quality of the slides shown was extremely high,
and his clear descriptions, given in a delightfully humorous style,
were much appreciated by a large and enthusiastic gathering.
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Beginning with a view of the Cobbler under snow, the lecturer
took us by way of Ben More and Ben Lui to Glencoe, and so to the
north face of Ben Nevis, of which some very beautiful slides were
shown, and also some interesting views of the interior of the Club
hut. The huge cornices on the Ben were very impressive, and a
sunrise effect, secured at S a.m., was particularly charming.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. F. G. Brettell, seconded
by Dr. N. J. L. Rollason and carried with acclamation.
March 23. To VENICE AND BACK BY ALPINE PASSES. By A. Hackett.
This lecture was delivered in Mr. Hackett's usual breezy style,
and illustrated with the wealth of fine photographs which we have,
learnt to expect from him.
The outward route from Innsbruck was made on a pedal cycle as
far as Feltre, where the train was taken to Venice, a good deal of
the Dolomite country having been explored. The architectural features
of Venice were well described.
On the return journey, via Bolzano, Merano, the Stelvio pass and
Bormio, a visit was paid to the Engadine. The Furka and Grimsel
were then crossed to Meiringen, and the tour ended with some days
spent around Wengen and the Little Scheidegg.
As the slides showed very fully, a great deal of fine mountain
-country was passed through.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. T. Clutterbuck, who had
also shown some Dolomite slides earlier in the session.
THE VICISSITUDES OF MOUNTAIN CLIMBING. By Sir John
Robertson.
This was a very interesting talk, in which the lecturer recounted
a number of incidents which had occurred in the course of many years
of mountaineering experience; and incidentally spoke many words of
advice or wise suggestion to less experienced climbers.
After telling us of days of rock-scrambling in the neighbourhood
of Edinburgh, and of a serious fall which occurred there, his reminiscences carried us to the Alps and far beyond. We received the
impression that in some respects he was letting us off lightly; surely we
were being spared the description of the more harrowing incidents that
had occurred. If not, then our congratulations were doubly due to the
lecturer who, in a lifetime of mountain climbing had so seldom cause
to complain of fate. We say doubly due, because it is so often observed
that climbers drawn from the medical profession experience not only
their own just share of personal vicissitudes, but are inevitably involved
in the misfortunes of other parties to whose help in time of trouble
they so generously respond.
One of the experiences which Sir John described was an ascent
of Fujiyama undertaken in his early days which, owing to bad equipment and lack of experience, was a decidedly adventurous affair,
He also gave details of an exciting
resulting in snow-blindness.
adventure on the south side of the Jungfraujoch which had its humorous
side, but might have had serious consequences but for his own skill
and coolness, as it became necessary to retrieve a lost guide, to pull
one of the party out of a crevasse and resuscitate another who was in
a state of collapse.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. E. O. Ransome, who referred
to an experience of his own, in connection with two involuntary
bivouacs on the Obergabelhorn.

Oct. 13.

Oct. 27. INFORMAL.
This night was devoted to a discussion on centres suitable for a
summer meet in the Alps.
Short illustrated papers were given
concerning the following centres:
Bonneval
...
...
... G. A. Lister.
Arolla ...
...
...
... Wallace May.
Lotschenthal ...
...
... G. E. Goode.
Kandersteg
...
...
... The President.
A great many fine slides were shown of the districts under
discussion. No other suggestions were put forward, but it was felt that
a beginning had been made in the consideration of an Alpine meet in
the near future.
Nov. 16. THE MOUNTAINS OK BULGARIA. By Walter Meakin.
In this lecture (held in the new room at the St. John Ambulance
Headquarters) Mr. Meakin broke entirely new ground by describing very
vividly the scenery, the people and general characteristics of the eastern
part of Bulgaria, his journeys extending from the frontier of Greece on
the one hand to that of Jugo-Slavia on the other. The mountain region
particularly dealt with was that lying between the Struma river and
the Mesta. It was evident that this region was somewhat primitive
and little visited, but containing at least one good mountain hut. Most
of the roads also appear to be decidedly inferior even to those of
Western Sutherland and . Caithness.
The lecturer described his appreciation of the hospitality everywhere accorded him, and the country is obviously a very attractive one
for those desiring to get away from the beaten track.
A vote of thanks was moved by Mr. Bertram Lloyd, who referred
to a visit which he also had paid to this country some few years ago.
Nov. 29. A CLUB MEET IN THE DAUPHINE. By J. E. Grosvenor.
After making some very useful remarks concerning the advantages
of Club meets in the Alps, the lecturer showed a number of very fine
slides of the Dauphine peaks (taken, for the most part, by our member
Mr. Arthur Hackett).
The first expedition described was an ascent of Les Bans. This
was followed by a description of a traverse of the Meije from the
Promontoire Hut, descending to La Grave.
Also a traverse of Les
Ecrins, from south to north.
In his opening remarks Mr. Grosvenor suggested that the Dauphine
was not really a good district for beginners, owing to the long and
tiring walks over stony ground which were necessary in order to reach
the foot of one's peak. In moving a vote of thanks Dr. J. H. Sheldon
differed from the lecturer on this point, arguing that the stony ground
was probably not more tiring than the long stretches of glacier and
snowneld which have to be traversed in other parts of the Alps.
Dec. 8. THE ARETE JONES AND THE ARETE ZMUTT. By G. F. Peaker.
In this lecture accounts were given of ascents of the Zmutt ArSte
of the Matterhorn and the West Ridge of the Dent Blanche. With
regard to the latter, the lecturer explained that during a telephone
conversation the words " Arete Jones " were " spoken in inverted
commas," which naturally did not get through to the printed page.
In describing the early ascents of the Zmutt Arete. Mr. Peaker
showed by means of photographs and diagrammatic sketches the routes
40

I
taken by Mummery and Penhall respectively, and the intermediate
route made by Mr. L. S. Amery. During his own ascent in 1928 his
party, by diverging from the usual route in the upper part, had some
difficulty in the neighbourhood of Carrel's ledge.
The West Ridge of the Dent Blanche was described as a fine and
difficult climb on sound rock.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. T. A. Osier and seconded
by Mr. F. E. Wallbank.

OUTDOOR MEETS, 1933.
Feb. 11 12. CAPEL CURIG. The first outdoor event of the year was an
" almost " meet. The two members (or was it three?) who attended
were rejoiced to find that each could have a separate bedroom, and, if
desired, a separate mountain to himself. The former accommodation
was accepted, but the latter rejected.
A very successful meet was held at
MALVERN HILLS.
March 12.
Malvern on the day following the Dinner. This was attended by some
90 to 100 members and their friends, including most of our official
guests.
The entire range of hills was explored, from North Hill to Chase
End. The day was a very fine one sunny and hot, but with a
summer-like haze which limited the views considerably. Later the party
assembled for tea . in the grounds of the Mount Pleasant Hotel.
Altogether a very enjoyable day.
March 26. BRASSINGTON. This was a very enjoyable combined meet
with the Rucksack Club. As 20 Rucksack members and 32 of the
M.A.M. attended, the rocks, though occasionally visible as, for
example, at lunch-time were for the greater part of the day entirely
obscured.
Apl. 14 16 (Easter). CAPEL CURIG. Some 50 members and guests
assembled in the village for this meet, and were joined on several
occasions by the President's party from Beddgelert.
There was a good deal of cloud on the summits, but the weather
was otherwise fine throughout the week-end. In consequence a great
deal of activity was displayed on each day of the meet. On one day
the festooned appearance of Tryfan suggested a Christmas tree fully
charged; on another the Idwal Slabs were loaded to capacity. Lliwedd
and the Snowdon Horse-shoe received due attention, and Moel Siabod
attracted a walking party, who traversed it to Dolwyddelen.
The principal object of this meet was the
BRECON.
May 13 14.
ascent of the Carmarthen Van, but those who reached Brecon at a
sufficiently early hour on Saturday spent a wet afternoon on the Beacons,
or in the Ystradfellte caves.
On the following day the weather improved considerably, and the
traverse of the Carmarthen Van was made by a large party under
summer-like conditions. The curious place called Sink-y-Giedd, where
a small stream disappears underground, was visited. The true point of
re-emergence seems obscure.
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June 2 4. LANGDALE. The Whitsuntide meet was held at the Old
Dungeon Ghyll Hotel, and was attended by about 20 members. Owing
to the heat during this week-end a good deal of time was devoted to
bathing. Nevertheless a fair amount of rock-climbing was done. One
day was spent on Gimmer Crag, and another on Pavey Ark; whilst on
a third day the party motored to Coniston, toiled up the track, and
plunged into Goat's Water. Later in the day they emerged reluctantly
from the tarn and distributed themselves over the face of Doe Crag.
In the circumstances the number of climbs recorded seems very
creditable.
BLACK ROCKS, CROMFORD. This was a very small meet,
July 2.
As the party, however, included the
attended by four men only.
President and the Hon. Organiser, the amount of energy displayed
was very great, and most of the climbs on the Rocks were done at
least once.
July 15 16. BERWYNS. A party of 14 spent a very pleasant day on
these hills, but did not actually see them until the afternoon, when a
thick mist which covered them during the morning cleared away. The
sun then appeared, and shone brilliantly for the remainder of the day.
Some of the party extended their walk to the Pistyll Rhaiadr fall.
Aug. 5 6. CAMPING MEET, MORFA BYCHAN. " This meet was well
attended," says the Hon. Organiser, " by ' Hook ' it was." From
this cryptic remark it is to be surmised that the H.O. did not have
the meet entirely to himself. The week-end was spent partly in the
sea, partly on Craig Cwm Silin, and partly on the road connecting the
two places.
About 18 members and guests
BEDDGELERT.
Sept. 30 Oct. 1.
assembled at Beddgelert for this week-end. With the exception of a
certain amount of mist on the second day, the weather was good.
On Saturday several climbing parties were on Paradise, the Horned
Crag, etc., whilst others reached the summit of Snowdon by way of the
Lliwedd ridge, the Pig Track or Cwm Glas. On Sunday some members
Others were in Cwm Glas, and a
explored the Cwm Silin climbs.
walking party visited Cnicht.
Oct. 14 15. TAL-Y-BRAICH, OGWEN. This was a joint meet with
the Rucksack Club. The Midland contingent was rather small. It
may be that the charm of a mountain hut does not appeal very strongly
to the " feather-bed " mountaineer on the one hand and the caravanner
on the other, but our heartiest thanks are due to our Rucksack friends
for the invitation to join them, and the few who availed themselves of
it look forward with pleasure to another week-end at T-Y-B. in April
next.
A very enjoyable meet, which
CHURCH STHETTON.
Oct. 28 29.
attracted an attendance of about 30. Following a snowstorm on
Saturday the weather improved considerably, and was quite fine for
the remainder of the week-end.
The whole of the Church Stretton hills, including the Stiperstones,
were visited by various parties on Sunday.
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