HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION.
The Midland Association of Mountaineers owes its
formation to the enterprise of Mr. Wallace May. Being
himself a member of the Rucksack Club, he recognised that
there must be in the Birmingham area a number of other
members of the various British mountaineering clubs who
were unable to take part in the social side of their club's
activities owing to distance from its headquarters.
As the result of a conference between Mr. May and eight
other gentlemen, which took place on March 24th., 1922, at
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, invitations were sent
out to the secretaries and local members of the various clubs
to attend a meeting at Queen's College. This was held on
May 5th., nineteen ladies and gentlemen being present, with
Mr. E. W. Steeple in the chair. The formation of an
association, to be called " The Midland Association of
Mountaineers," was agreed upon, and a set of rules adopted.
Mr. A. E. Barker was elected as first President, with Mr.
Wallace May as Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Steeple as
Hon. Treasurer, and five members of Committee.
Mr. C. T. Lehmann, representing the Association of
British Members of the Swiss Alpine Club, wished the new
Association every success, and predicted that it would
become a successful and active body.
The first meeting of the Association was held on May
25th., when the President delivered, as his Presidential
Address, a lantern lecture on " Experiences in the Swiss
Alps." At a Committee Meeting previously held, a number
of ladies and gentlemen were elected to membership, raising
the total number of Original Members to 42.
Original Members.
Of the Original Members, the following 26 remain on
the membership list:
BARKER, A. E., B.A., A.C.
BARROW, WALTER, A.C.
DANSEY, Revd. R. P.
EMANUEL, J.G., M.D.
GOODE, GEORGE E.

LOWE, THOS. E.
MAY, WALLACE.
MAY, Mrs. WALLACE.
MERRY, T.
PRITCHARD, R. E. W.

GOODE, Mrs. G. E.
GRAHAM, LEWIS, M.B., M.S.
GRAHAM, Mrs. LEWIS.
GREGORY, W. G.
HIGLEY, H. W.
KENDALL, Miss I. H.
LEHMANN CHAS. T., A.C.
LISTER, G. A., B.Sc., A.C.

SOUTHALL, CHRISTOPHER.
STEEPLE, E. W.
SUMPNER, W. E., D.Sc.
WALLBANK, F. E.
WALLBANK, Mrs. F. E.
WATSON, E. A., M.Sc.
WILKINSON, G. H.
WITHERBY, W. H., M.A., A.C.

Growth of Membership.
Since its inception the membership of the Association
has steadily increased. Figures showing its annual growth
are given below. These figures are as at 3ist. December in
each year:
1922
1923
1924

71
109

124
129
131
134

1925
1926
1927

1928
1929
1930
1931
1932

.

138
151
175
201
222

Obituary.
The following members have died since the foundation
of the Association :
1923
October

July

August
March

..

1926
1931
1931
1932

.

C. A. STEPHENSON.
A. H. BURMAN.
F. E. RATCLIFF.
R. C. CLINKER.
Mrs. A. E. BARKER.

Presidents.
The following gentlemen have held the office of President
of the Association -.
1922 24
1924 25

1925
1927
1929
1931

27
29
31
33

...
.

A. E. BARKER, B.A., B.Sc., A.C.
W. E. SUMPNER, D.Sc.
JULIAN A. OSLER, A.C.
The Rt. Hon. L. S. AMERY, M.P., A.C.
WALLACE MAY.
G. A. LISTER, B.Sc., A.C.

Hon. Secretary.
At the Annual General Meeting held on April 26th.,
1928, Mr. Wallace May resigned the office of Honorary
Secretary, which he had held for six years, and Mr. C. E. A.
Andrews was elected in his place. It was resolved with
acclamation that very cordial thanks be tendered to the
retiring Secretary for the important services he had rendered
to the Association, and at the first Autumn meeting of that
year a presentation was made to Mr. May of a chiming
clock in oak case.
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On the occasion of his marriage in the summer of 1932,
the present Hon. Secretary, Mr. Andrews, was presented by
the members of the Association with a canteen of silver and
a bracket clock in walnut case.
Hon. Auditor.
The accounts of the Association were audited for the
years 1922-1924 by Mr. W. E. Whitworth, and on his
retirement Mr. G. E. Goode was elected Honorary Auditor.
List of Members who have Served on Committee.
(1924 27)
BARKER, A. E.
(1922 24)
BARLOW, G.
(1931 )
BECK, T. K.
(1929 31)
BRETTELL, F. G.
(1929 31)
DUCKITT, R. T.
(1931 )
DUNCAN, W. O.
(1923 26)
EMANUEL, J. G.
GALBRAITH, Miss M. (1930 31)
(1922 23)
GOODE, G. E.
GOODE, Mrs. G. E. (1925 29)
(1924 26)
GRAHAM, L.
(1928 30)
GRAHAM, Mrs. L.
(1932 )
HEATON, R.
(1927 30)
JOLLY, W.

(1923 25)
JONES, L. M.
KEMP, Miss I. H. K. (1932 )
KENDALL, Miss I. H. (1929 32)
(1925 28)
LISTER, G. A.
MAY, W. (1928 29 6 : 1931 32)
(1925 28)
MILLS, Mrs. G. P.
(1927 29)
OSLER, J. A.
PRITCHARD, R. E. W.
(1922 25)
(1932 )
RANSOME, E. O.
(1922 23)
RATHBONE, F.
(1930 31)
SHELDON, J. H.
(1925 27)
SUMPNER, W. E.
TEMPERLEY, N. R. (1931 )
WALLBANK, F. E. (1922 24)

Members who have Acted as Lantern Operators.
BARLOW, G.
WALL, S. H.

WALLBANK, F. E.
ANDREWS, C. E. A.

DUCKITT, R. T.
BECK, T. K.

Headquarters.
For the first two sessions the Association held its
meetings at Queen's College, Paradise Street, but in the
Autumn of 1924 more convenient accommodation was
secured in the library of the Birmingham Medical Institute
in Great Charles Street. This arrangement was due to the
good offices of several of our medical members and has been
found eminently satisfactory.
Library.
At first the Association was dependent on the generosity
of its members for the formation of, and additions to, the
Library, but as soon as funds permitted, suitable books were

purchased.
In 1923 Mr. R. E. W. Pritchard was elected
Honorary Librarian. In 1925 a book-case was purchased and
placed in the basement at the Medical Institute, and sums have
been allocated from time to time for the acquisition of additional books, and many have been presented by members.
The Library now contains some 180 books and a number of
British and Foreign journals, a list of which is given in the
Hand-book.
Book Plate.
A book plate, from a design executed in 1929 by Mr.
T. K. Beck, is inserted inside the cover of each volume.
Property of the Association.
In addition to the books of the Library and the
bookcase, the Association possesses a projection lantern and a
number of lantern slides of the .English Lake District and of
North Wales. Also the following articles have been presented
by members:
Two Pairs of Ski (one ladies' size and one
gentlemen's) presented by Rev. R. P. Dansey.
Ice Axe presented by Mr. S. Burman.
Model of the Snowdon district presented by
Mr. G. H. Wilkinson.
Mirrorscope and Ski Bindings presented by
Mr. R. Heaton.
A Fire Insurance Policy for £200 was taken out to
cover this property in September, 1930.
Alpine Guides.
The Hon. Secretary has compiled a list of the
names of reliable Alpine guides who have been recommended
to him by various members.
Outdoor Meets.
The first outdoor meet was held at Cromford and
Brassington in June, 1923, under the leadership of Mr. F. E.
Wallbank. These meets soon became popular, and in 1924
Mr. Wallbank was officially elected Honorary Organiser.
Under his able direction a large number of successful meets
have been held in North Wales, Cumberland, Derbyshire
and elsewhere, a list of which is given later.
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The majority of these meets have taken place in
recognised centres convenient both for rock-climbing and
mountain rambling. Innumerable climbing routes of all
degrees of difficulty have repeatedly been accomplished, and
a great deal of mountain country has been very thoroughly
explored.

M.A.M. Abroad.
Although no formal Alpine meets have been arranged,
many members have paid frequent visits to the Swiss,
French, Austrian and Italian Alps. Norway and the
Pyrenees have also been visited, and a few members have
extended their field of operations to New Zealand, South
Africa, India, Canada and North and South America.
Open Meetings.
On several occasions open meetings have been arranged,
and held in the large hall at Queen's College, to which the
public has been admitted by tickets obtainable from members.
The first of these was held in February, 1930, when the
Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery gave a lantern lecture dealing with the
Canadian Rockies, in which he related his experiences when
making the first ascent of Mount Amery. He gave a vivid
description of the expedition, interspersed with humorous
anecdotes, amongst which the story of the grizzly bear which
died from an overdose of dried apples will not easily be
forgotten.
In November, 1930, Mr. Arnold Lunn gave a very full
and interesting account of Ski Mountaineering, showing with
the aid of many excellent slides the aspects and possibilities
of this important branch of mountaineering sport at various
seasons of the year.
In February, 1932, Mr. F. S. Smythe lectured on the
Conquest of Kamet, and described in very attractive style
the first ascent of that mountain, and also the discovery of
the source of the river Ganges. His lecture was illustrated
with some exceptionally fine slides.
The average attendance at these meetings was about
250/300.
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Kindred Clubs Hospitality.
The Association has from time to time received invitations to send representatives to the Annual Dinners of the
following Clubs: Alpine Club.
Association of British Members of the Swiss Alpine
Club.
Climbers' Club.
Fell and Rock Climbing Club.
Pinnacle Club.
Rucksack Club.
Wayfarers' Club.
Yorkshire Ramblers' Club.
The Committee has, in most cases, made arrangements
for the Association to be represented, and its cordial thanks
are proffered to these Clubs for the warm welcome and
unstinted hospitality which have invariably been extended to
its members.
Revised Rules.
As the original rules were, in the course of time, found
to be inadequate, a sub-committee was appointed in 1930 to
draft a revised set of rules, and these were adopted at the
Annual General Meeting in March, 1932.
Lunch-time Meetings.
In October, 1929, arrangements were made with the
Royal Restaurant, Bennetts Hill, to reserve a room for the
sole use of members from 12.30 to 2.30 on Tuesdays.
Facilities have thus been given to members to meet and lunch
together weekly, making it possible to discuss or to compare
notes regarding holidays, and other matters of mutual
interest.
This room, however, was rather small, and in February,
1933, more suitable accommodation was obtained at Messrs.
Kunzle's Restaurant in Union Street, where a room is reserved
for Mondays, from 12.30 to 2.
Dinner.
The first Dinner of the Association was held at the
Queen's Hotel, Birmingham, on 2ist. February, 1931, the
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President, Mr. Wallace May, taking the Chair. It was
attended by some 150 members and guests. The Association's guests included Mr. W. P. Haskett-Smith and
Mr. and Mrs. G. Winthrop Young, Brig.-Gen. the Hon.
C. G. Bruce, representing the Alpine Club, Mr. E. S.
Chantrell (Climbers' Club), Mr. C. Chubb (Yorkshire
Ramblers Club), Mrs. John Hirst (Pinnacle Club), Mr. W.
M. Roberts (Association of British Members of the Swiss
Alpine Club), the Rev. A. E. Robertson (Scottish Mountaineering Club), Mr. Harry E. Scott (Rucksack Club), Miss
S. M. Taylor (Ladies' Alpine Club), and Mr. Eustace
Thomas (Fell and Rock Climbing Club). There was also
present a strong contingent of members of the Rucksack
Club, including its president, Mr. H. M. Kelly.
The toast of "the Guests and Kindred Clubs" was
proposed by the Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery and responded to by
General Bruce and Mr. Winthrop Young, and the toast of
the Association was proposed by Mr. Harry Scott and
responded to by the President. The speeches throughout
were of a very high order. Some sound exposition of the
ethical side of mountaineering was given by Mr. Amery and
Mr. Young, and a great deal was said on the lighter side
which caused continuous ripples of merriment from the
moment when Mr. Amery set the ball of humour rolling by
rising to propose the "test of our ghosts" to Mr. Scott's
declaration, amidst laughter, that as a good Lancastrian,
and in common with other guests, he always derived much
satisfaction from getting " summat for nowt."
During the evening a mountaineering song, composed
for the occasion, was sung by Mr. John Hirst, of the Rucksack
Club. The rousing chorus was taken up with great
enthusiasm.
Undoubtedly the Association's first Dinner was an
unqualified success, reflecting great credit on the Hon.
Secretary and those who assisted him in making the
arrangements.
On the following day a meet was held at Bredon Hill.
A party of about 60, including all the Association's guests,

explored the hill and the neighbourhood, re-assembling in
the afternoon at Broadway, where tea was provided by the
President.
The following is an extract from a note which appeared
in the Scottish Mountaineering Club Journal for April, 1931 :
" The President represented the S. M. C. at a
"dinner given by the Midland Association of
" Mountaineers in Birmingham on 2ist. February.
'' This club a very large and influential and
" enthusiastic one was founded in 1922, but as this
"was its first dinner, a special effort was made to
"make the gathering a success, and indeed it
"was! ....
" The dinner and the speeches alike were
The next day was spent in a
" unusually good.
'' combined motoring and walking expedition among
" the Cotswolds, when everything was done for the
"comfort and pleasure of the guests. Altogether a
"very happy week-end. Commend me to the Mid" lands for hospitality, good comradeship and good
"cheer."
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