
REVIEWS. 
BRITISH SKI YEAR BOOK, 1937.

There are a good many articles in this number which will be of 
interest to our ski-ing members. Following Mr. Amery's Presidential 
address, Helge Refsum deals with the history of ski-ing in Norway, 
from which it appears that although the first open ski-running meeting 
was held at Tromso in 1845, traces of the use of ski in the Stone and 
Bronze ages have been found. Another historical note, in this case 
concerning Swiss ski-ing, is given by E. C. Richardson.

Colin W. Wyatt describes ski-ing in New Zealand, and Kenneth C. 
Smith, the ski-mountaineering course in the Zillerthal, and Gerald 
Seligman contributes a valuable note on avalanches.

Duncan Kessler describes the first Anglo-Norwegian ski-meeting 
which was highly successful. During the tour, the English team took part 
in a gigantic slalom, in which there were 250 entrants. The affair seems 
to have been decidedly comic, though exciting. There were many 
collisions and occasionally flag-keepers were swept away and carried 
down with the rest of the mix-up.

The various Championship meetings held at Chamonix and in the 
Oberland are fully and racily described, as usual, by Arnold Lunn.

CLIMBERS' CLUB JOURNAL, 1938. Vol. V., No. 3 (New Series).
There is a good deal of matter on various subjects in this number 

of peculiar interest. J. E. Q. Barford, for example, after suggestion that 
there are plenty of odd climbs and variations still to be done in North 
Wales, which is cheering, discusses a new method of roping in which a 
separate waist rope is used, a spliced eye on the end of the climbing 
rope being clipped on with a karabiner, a Prusik knot being used for 
the middle man. By this method, roping and unroping are extremely 
easy, and Mr. Barford argues that whilst a good splice is as strong as 
the rope, a knot reduces its efficiency by 25 per cent.

R. A. Hodgkin and R. L. Beaumont describe two of the climbs made 
during the very successful Caucasus Expedition of 1937, and J. C. Ryle 
deals with a traverse of Les Ecrins, both very interesting accounts. "On 
Losing the Way," by A. M. Greenwood, is a relation of experiences most 
of which were avoidable, but any reader who is tempted to point a 
moral should ask hiniself how many times he has erred in the same way.

The Editor discusses a recent book on "The Night Climbers of 
Cambridge," but this is in the nature of caviare and will interest only 
a limited number of our members.

A. W. Andrews continues his description of the climbs on the 
Cornish cliffs, giving details of an amazing number of short problems, 
which must be wholly delightful on a sunny day.

Accompanying a paper on Rock-Climbing Photography, by R. J. 
Collinson, are half-a-dozen full-page illustrations without margins, which 
are of considerable interest. Fig. 4, however, is rather puzzling. The 
rope is carefully belayed but there are quite a number of loose coils 
lying between the belay and the cli.mber.

These and the other illustrations in the Journal are excellently 
reproduced.

OXFORD MOUNTAINEERING, 1937.
Though of no great size, this number covers two years, 1935 and 

1936, but evidence is given of great activity amongst the members of the 
Oxford club.
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B. S. Sullivan describes a holiday on some of the peaks around 
Zermatt, and R. A. Hodgkin an ascent of the Grepon, during which a 
rucksack containing an expensive camera made a rapid descent of 
1,000 feet and disappeared into the depths of the bergschrund!

T. A. H. Peacocke gives an account of an ascent of Mont Blanc 
by the Brenva ridge, and of a traverse of the two Drus. R. C. C. 
Moggridge's "Week with a Guide" is notable, as on one day, starting 
from the Bordier Hut, they traversed the Durrenhorn, Hohberghorn, 
Stecknadelhorn, Nadelhorn, Lensspitze and Dom, and down to the Dom 
hut, in 8 hours 20 minutes, exclusive of halts.

Other articles deal with the Silvretta on ski, and a traverse of the 
Jungfrau.

Climbs on Clogwyn du'r Arddu are described by A. D. M. Cox, and 
notes on other climbing holidays make it evident that the club is very 
much alive.

SCOTTISH MOUNTAINEERING CLUB JOURNAL. Vol. 21, No. 123, April, 1937. 

Vol. 21, No. 124, November, 1937.

The inexhaustible nature of the material for new articles provided 
by the Scottish Highlands is well shown in these two numbers.

In the April number, J. L. Aikman has a word of praise for the 
C.I.C. Hut, with a suggestion that more use might well be made of it. 
G. A. Solly continues the discussion on Scottish mountaineering and 
its relation to mountaineering abroad, writing from a long and varied 
experience. "Benighted on the Moor of Rannoch" makes quite exciting 
reading, and J. Gall Inglis has a pleasant paper of reminiscences.

The Editor discusses "Initiative in Climbing," deprecating too great 
an amount of detail in guide-books and advocating more practice in 
route-finding. There is another chapter on the Renfrewshire Hills by 
G. F. Todd, and B. H. Humble describes a night ascent of the Cuillin 
and a wonderful dawn seen from the summit of Ghreadaidh.

In the November number the discussion on Scottish mountaineering 
is carried a stage further by E. A. M. Wedderburn, dealing with the 
rock-climbing aspect. W. H. Murray describes an exciting day-and 
night-on the Crowberry Ridge under winter conditions. The ascent was 
not completed, the party, with commendably sound judgment, retreating 
from an obviously dangerous section, coated with verglas.

E. W. Hodge contributes a very attractive paper on "Sea Moun 
taineering," visiting with a yacht the Outer Hebrides and St. Kilda, and 
other choice spots. The number also includes part one of a description 
of the climbs to be found in Coire Ardair, referred to as having been 
sadly neglected.

The illustrations in both numbers, particularly that for November, 
are excellent, and well produced.

JOURNAL OF THE FELL AND ROCK C.C., 1938. Vol. XIL, No. 32.

As the previous number of this Journal the Lakeland Jubilee 
Number dealt so fully and well with the Lake District in all its aspects, 
the Editor has found space in the present number for several articles 
on Alpine subjects. An account of the 17th ascent of Mont Blanc, in 
1837, is given, which provides quaint reading from a. modern standpoint, 
but shows very clearly the adventurous spirit of the early mountaineers. 
Then there are chapters on climbs around Montenvers by R. M. Lupton,
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in the Carpathians by George Anderson, and from the Lb'tschenthal by 
F. J. Monkhouse; also a description, by E. C. W. Rudge, of the very 
successful Alpine Meet at Saas Fee.

Among Lake District articles, pride of place is given to a descrip 
tion, by Dr. T. R. Burnett, of the opening ceremony at Brackenclose. 
This hut is so well appointed and so delightfully situated that none of 
our members visiting the Wasdale district should fail to become 
acquainted with it. A charmingly contemplative article by F. H. F. 
Simpson, and another by Chiang Yee, a Chinese writer, follow, and 
Hugh Davidson gives some instructive and interesting information about 
John Woodcock Graves, the author of "John Peel." Gerald Lacey con 
tributes a useful and informative chapter on mountain photography, and 
there are many interesting notes, including a gratifyingly long list of 
new ascents and variations.

The illustrations, as usual, are a great feature of the Journal. Many 
of them are extremely fine, and a charming view of Mont Blanc by the 
Editor and one looking across the Lauterbrunnen Valley by B. G. R. 
Holloway, are particularly pleasing.
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